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Lk. 8 CRIPTU R E, PETR to the Nader 
ment of the Ancient Fathers,. is the ſole 
Juage 7 4 4 les, aud af , ge of 


, e 


1 175 741 ej T7; | 
5 Uſes, Sha Jeſuit, knowing thats the 
3 Scriptures were not ſuch evident Te- 

ſtimonies of the Reman Faith, as his 


1 Fellows pretended;; by Way of Prevention 


gives this Caveat to his Diſciples : viz. © If 
you cannot avoid Diſputation with an He- 
retick, touching Points of Faith, altho' you 
find you are able to match him, yet firſt 
demand of him, from whence he will de- 
rive his Arguments againſt the Catholick 
Faith; if he anſwer (as commonly they 
do”) out of the ſacred Scriptures; tell him 


7 © there is no Victory, at leaſt but uncertain, 


to be hoped for from them, unleſs it may 
appear who hath beſt Right to the Scrip- 

tures, and to whom belongs Authority to 
expound them. By this Jeſuit” 8 Confeſſion, 


the Points 1n Controverſy are ſub Judice in 
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Queſtion, to which Side the Right of Scrip- 
tures do belong, and to whom Authority. tq 
expound them ; and pretends it is Truth to 
ſay, That the Controverſies of this Age are 
now brought to this narrow Iflue, that our 
Adverſaries are content to try their Cauſe © 
by Scriptures, if the Reformed Churches 
wou'd grant them but this poox Requeſt; 
| That they may be ſole Judges, and Interpre- 
ters of them. A Requeſt, no doubt, which {| 
in moſt Mens Underitanding, will appear 
highly unreaſonable, That Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles ſhou'd be judg'd by Man; or that 
a Man ſhou'd be Plaintiff and Judge in his 
own Cauſe. It was the conſtant Profeſſion 
of St. Auſtin, viz. Men ſpiritual, whether 
| © they rule, or be ruled, judge according 
to the Spirit; but they judge not of the 
ſpiritual Knowledge, which thineth in te 
Firmament, (of the Scriptures; ) for it is 
not lawful for any Man to judge over ſo 
£ high Authority: For be the Man never fo 
© ſpiritual, yet muſt he be a Doer, not a 
© Judge of the Law. And in the Conclu- 
ſion of the Chapter he gives his ſpecial Rea 
Jon for it; viz. * There a Man is ſaid to 
© be Judge, where he hath Power and Au- 
* thority to correct. He, therefore, who 
ſhall firſt dare to correct the Scripture, let 
that Man by St. Auſtin's Rule aſſume Autho- 
' rity to judge: And as touching that Tenet, 
That a Man ſhou'd be Plaintiff and Fudge in 
bis own Cauſe, is a Doctrine ſo different from 
the Primitive Church, that in the 1 J 
5 HE LL REY 7 |. 9 
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oh wh 
| Herefies, L fay,” in the firſt and beſt Ages, 


9 above eighty Hereſies; even then, when the 
q Fathers had greateft Reaſon to ſtand upon 
the Priviledge of their Church, they never 
05 made Anſwer (like the Romeniſts and their 
Partizans;) You muſt hear the Chin. ch, and our 


Church is that Catbelick Church, that is the ſole 


= Judge of Controverſies, and according to our In- 

terpretation ( whoſe Right it is to judge of the 

PZ Scriptures ) it is ſo and ſo; but on the con- 
trary, they made the Scriptures ſole Judges 
of their Cauſe, and withal profeſs d, The tr 


of Scripture was the trueſt 997 in Expanding 
of it ſel f. 
1 ſpeak not this, as if our moderate Di- 


ines did make the Scriptures ſale Judge ex 

© clufive! of the Teſtimony of the Church; 
neither do they deny the Authority of the 
© Fathers, who jointly agree in Points of 
Faith, for the right Expounding of the Serip- 
tyres; only we ſay, the Author of the Word, 
who beſt knew his own Meaning, was beſt 
able to expound himſelf; and in this man- 
ner the Ancient Fathers, as they grounded 


tbeir Church upon the Scriptures, fo they, 


_ likewiſe, referr'd back the Meaning of the 
A Scriptures unto the Author of them; that 
He, who was Judge of all Men, ſhou'd be 
5 judged of none. And ſuch, we know is the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, that he hath 
oftentimes hid theſe Things from the Wiſe 


© ample and literate ; z and, As for thoſe 


and Learned, which he has reveal'd unto 


Things 


2 
——— — 
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I} © Things which it hideth in Miſteries (faith 
4 * Auſtin) it doth not lift them up with - | 
| | * ſtately Speech, whereby an unlearned Mind 
© ſhouw'd not preſume to approach as a poor 
By © Man to a rich, but with a lowly Speech 
F5 * mviteth all Men, that it might not only 
S\ © feed them with manifeſt; but alſo exerciſe 
| Jl dem with obſcure Truth, having that in 
| Is c plain, that it hath in obſcure Places: And 5 
1 as concerning obſcure Places, the ſame holy | 
| if Father tells us, that © If they cannot ſee the © 
323 Things which are obſcure and dark in the | 
BY : Scriptures, the Defe& is in themſelves, and 


F not in the Precepts; as if I ſhou'd point | 
A © with my Finger at a Star, which they 
1 © wou'd gladly ſee, and their Eye- ſight were 
Bo 1 weak, that tho they ſaw my Finger, 
yet they 'cou'd. not ſee the Star at which I 
point; let them ceaſe to blame me, and 
let them pray to God, that he wou d er 7 
5 them Eye: ſight.. 1 
„ And in his four Books of Chriſtian Doftrixe, Þ 
257 where he purpoſely treats of Rxpound ing the 
Scriptures, he plainly proves, that the Mean- 
ing of the Word is learn'd out of (or from) 
the Word, and the obſcure Places are ex- 
pounded by thoſe that are plain and eaſy; _ 
and herein he toucheth the Free-hold of the 9 
Roman Church: For ( ſaith he) in this ; 
great Plenty of Scriptures, we are fed with 
plain Things, and exercisd with obſcure; 1 
© thoſe drive away Hunger, theſe Contempt; 
hs Holy Ghoſt having temper'd them ſo 


of purpolo: And then this great Father I 
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e 
concludes with the Tenet of our Church ; 
viz. There is ſcarce any thing drawn out 
© of theſe obſcure Places, which hath not 
© been ſpoken (quod not planiſſi me, ) 1 

© plainly ſome other where. 
Neither was this the Opinion of this 


| Learned Father only, but ir was the Con- 


feſſion of St. Ambroſe ;, viz, © There is much 
Obſcurity 1n the Scriptures, but withal, if 
thou knock at the Door with the Hand of 
thy Underſtanding, thou ſhalt gather by 
little and little, the Reaſon of that which 
is there ſpoken, and the Door ſhall be open'd 
unto thee ; (non ab alio, ſed 4 verbo Dei; ) 
and that by no other but by the Wo of 


Br God itſelf. 


And with theſe Doctors of the Latin | 


4 Church agree the Greek Fathers : _* Behold 


© ( faith Baſil) now hear the Scripture ex- 


d | A itſelf, yea, (ſaith he) what Things 
re 4 ©: 


„or ſeem to be covertly ſpoken in ſome 


15.1 85 places of Holy Scripture, the ſame are ex- 


© pounded by other plain Places elſewhere. 
And ( faith Chryſoſtom) © Let us follow 


4 6 the Scope of the Holy Scriptures in inter- 


* preting of itſelf; when it teacheth ſome 


b © hard Thing, it expoundeth itſelf, and ſuf- 
f fereth not the diligent (and intelligent) 
HFearer to err. Let us not fear, therefore, 
Laith be ) to put ourſelves with full Sail 
into the Sea of Scriptures, becauſe we ſhall 
be ſure to find the Word of God for our 
„ Pilot.“ And laſtly, as it were fore-ſtalling 
9 en kopi * That the Seriptures are 
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obſcure; and; therefore, not to be bead by the vr 


gar People; he elegantly 1ncites a Gentile to 
the Reading them, by a familiar and com- 
mon Reaſon; viz. When thou bupeſt a 
Garmse nt, tho' thou have no Skill in weav- 


they will deceive me; but thou doſt uſe all 
Means to learn how to know it: Do, 
therefore, thoſe Things. that are to be 
done; ſeek all thoſe Things of God, and 
* will reveal them unto thee. So that 11 

Doubt or Difference happ ened in the 


N Policies Church amongſt the true believ- 
ing Chriſtians, they referr'd the Determina- 
tion of it to the Inqueſt of Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles, and they only were made the tote , 


Judges of the Queſtion, _ 
The Reſolution of the Ancient F ather 05 


( aith he) it is lawful we ſay, it is not 


© lawful; between yours it 1s lawful, and 


ours it is not lawful, the Peoples Souls do 
doubt and waver; let none believe you nor 


be ſought for: If Chriſtians, | they cannot 
be given on both Sides; ( for Truth is hin- 


der'd by Affections.) A Judge without 
mult be ſought for; if a Paynim, he can - 
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us; we are contending Parties, Judges muſt 


not know the Chriſtian Miſteries; if a Few, * 
he is an Enemy to Chriſtian Baptiſm: : No 
Jud gment, Therefore, of this Matter can be 


rats, in the Queſtion betwixt the Catholicks | 
and Hereticks, whether one ſhou'd be twice 
baptiz d; may ſerve for a Proof, and full 
Concluſion of the Premiſes ; viz. © You gay, 


L 9 ] 


found on Earth, a Judge in Heaven muſt 
be ſought for. But why knock we at Hea- 
ven, when we have the Teſtament of the 
Z © moſt holy and immaculate Jeſus in the Go. 
Z © ſpel.” And thus I have briefly ſhew'd you 
the deputed Judges, and Interpreters of the 
+ Scripture in the Primitive Church, now let 
aus obſerve by what Rule the Scriptures are 
= expounded in the Roman Church. N 


S W G 


E II. 


he Romaniſts, % they pretend by taking 

* an Oath to make the Fathers Interpreters 
of the Scriptures, yet, indeed, they make 
themſelves ſole Interpreters of Scriptures 
and Fathers. 5 V 


80 I TT is an Article of the Roman Bulla Pii quar 
I Creed, publiſh'd by Pope Pius it. 2. 

the Fourth, and by the Oath 
their Fore-man has taken, all Prieſts and je- 
4 ſuits are ſworn, Not to receive, or interpret the 
3 Scriptures, but according fo the uniform Conſent of 
Fathers. It is a large and fair Promiſe, and 
deliver'd upon Oath; and for my part, if 
the Church of Rome can make good the uni- 
be form Conſent of Fathers, for all their Twelve 
nd. new Articles of Faith, (which has been often 
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promis'd, but never as yet by any One per- 


form'd that I know of; ) I ſhall willingly be- F 


lieve their Interpretation, and prefer it be- 
fore any private, or later Expoſition. It was 


arg pow | land of famous Memory, iz. 
$4 7 S* Whatever the Fathers of the firſt 


four hundred Years did with one 


unavime Conſert agree upon, to be belie vd as 4 | 
neceſſary Point to Salvation, I will helieve it alſo; © 


or at leaſt will be humbly ſilent, not taking upon 
me to condemn the ſame. ae ogy Ol. © 


| ſpeak not this, as if we ſhou'd decline the 
Practice of the Ancient Church in Expound- 
ing Scripture by Scripture z but to demon- 
ſtrate to the World, that our Adverſaries in 
this Point of their Faith, have neither fol- 
Iow'd the ancient Church, nor 


the Profeſſion of a King of Enga- 


Covcil Trid. the Decree of their Trent Coun- 
Seſs. 1. cil; whereby it ſhall appear, 
that either this Article was new- 


ly created, or the for mer Popes and Coun- 1 


cils have diſagreed from the latter. 
Cardinal Cajeton was ſo far from ſubſcribing 


to the Pope's Creed in this Point, that on the 
contrary, he gives this Præmonition to the 4 
Reader of the Scriptures ; Not 


| Cajet. in Ge- 10 loath the new Senſe of Them, 


meſe 1. for this, that it diſſenteth from the 


ancient Doctors 5 but let him ſearch T 


more exaltly the Text and Coherence of the Scrip- 


tures; and if he find it to agree, to praiſe God © 


Senje of the ancient Doctors. This Prote ft ant 


LIT) 

Doctrine is far different from the Tenet of 
the Roman Church, inſomuch that Biſhop Ca- 
nus, his Fellow Romaniſt, was much troubl'd, 
that a prime Cardinal ſhou'd oppoſe an Arti- 
dle of the Roman Creed: One while he charges 


| 7 him, that Acutiùs mult quam fæ- 


licius; He expounded the Scriptures Cani loci. The- 
more wittily than happily : Another . 1ib.7q.c.3. 
while, he wou'd ſeem fo to excuſe 

bim, that he might be convinc'd by this, or 
the like Argument, viz. To folow the Fathers 
in all, were to condemn our own Wits, and de- 
2 prive ourſelves of the Means to find out the Truth, 


What Arguments might prevail with the 


Cardinal, I know not, but ſure I am, his 

Doctrine diſagreed from the Article of the 
= Roman Faith. And Andradias, a principal 
Pillar of the Trent Council, rebukes Canus, 
for his raſh reproving Cajetan, and defends 
his Tenet with the ſame Doctrine. He 

teaches, that When the Fathers ſeek the literal 
® Senſe of the Scriptures, they do not always find 
them, but give divers Senſes one unlike to ano- 
= ther. He profeſſes, We may forſake their Senſes 
7 all, and bring a new unlike to theirs. He adds 
further, that Experience forceth us to confeſs, 
unleſs we will be unthankful to moſt excellent Wits, 
that very many Things in Moſes, and the Pro- 
phets, are, in this our Age, expounded more e- 
* atly, by the Diligence. of Learned Men, than 
Z ever they were before, And thereupon: he con- 
cludes, that The Holy Ghoſt ( the only faithful 
Interpreter of the Scriptures) wou'd have many 

things to be known to us, which our Anceſtors knew 
3 + e e Fog 
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not, and bath wrought by Means unknown to us; 
that the Fathers noted good, and godly Myteries 
out of very many Places of the Scriptures, whereof 
the right and natural Senſe hath been found out 
by Poſterity. And thus Cans againſt Cajetan, 

and Andradius againſt Canus, and Cajetan and 
Anaradins both againſt the Trent Article, al- 
low the Expoſition of Scripture by Scripture, 
and lometimes againſt the Stream of Fathers. 
proceed to the Examination of more Wit- 


nciles, and I call Cardinal Bellar mine to teſti- 


5 Y TIK . )Etrin hat nei- 
Bell, de verbo fy the ſame Doctrine, that nei- 
Dei. Leb. 2 


ther he, nor his Aſlociates, do 
cab. 1. hold themſelves ty'd by their 

8 new Article of Faith, to the Ex- 
poſition of the Fathers: It is one thing (lays 
he) fo interpret the Law as a Doctor, another 
thing as a Judge ; of the one is requir'd Learning, 
of the other Authority; the Opinion of the Dector 


is to be follow'd according to Reaſon , but tho 
Jadge's Opinion is to be follow'd: of Neceſſity. St. 1 
Auſtin, and the Fathers in their Expoſitions, ſuf- 
ply'd the Places of Doctors, whica we may follow 31 
4s we ſee Cauſe; the Pope, and Council ſupply tbe 
Places of Judges with a Commiſſion from God; 3 


and, therefore, they muſs, be obſerv'd, and follow'd 


Thus we have ſeen three ſeveral Judges and 
Expoſitors of the Scriptures. Firſt, the an- 
cient Fathers made the Scriptures the only 
Tudges, and true Interpreters of themſelves ; 
Next, the Trent Doctors decreed the ancient 
Fathers for Interpreters; and now at length 


the later Schoolmen have proclaim'd their 


Pope 


7 —— . ale monroe: 


13 3 
Ire and Councils for the chiefeſt Judges of 
the Scriptures; and Theſe (ſay they) muſt be 
#/olow'd of Neceſſuy. But we ſay Neceſſity 5 4 
deadly dart; there is no Neceſſity by their 
Doctrine to obey the Expoſitions of Fathers, 
Wench is the ſecond Article of their Faith) 
but there is a Neceſſity to obey the Autho- 
2 rity of their late Popes and Councils, in their 
1 which is but Matter of Opi- 
nion; and from hence it will follow, that 
either the Articles of the Romon Creed were 
. erh created by Pope Pius the Fourth, and 
that Creation was not in his Power; or that 
Jeboſe Doctors and Cardinals had not the Oath 
adminiſter'd unto *em ; or we may juſtly ſu- 
beet they have forſworn themſelves. Nei- 
{ther was this the Opinion of theſe particular 
ien only, but the Roman Church ( notwith- 
= anding their ſolemn Proteſtation, by which 
they are enjoin'd to interpret the Scriptures ) 
= does, in many Things, wave the Interpreta- 
1 jon of the Fathers. It is the 45 
Leſtimony of Baroniis, Altho" the 12 Nea 5 1 
moſt holy Fathers, whom, for their 34. vu. Mar. 
great Learning, we rightly term the 213. 
Doctors of the Church, were endow'd 8 
ches others with the Grace of God's bey Sirit, 
yet the Catholic Roman Church doth not follow 
en, always, and in all things expounding of the 
Foriptures Here is another Confeſſion of a 
Fer Cardinal ( who was not ignorant of 
the Articles of his Faith, that) notwith- 
4 ares © the Trent Decree, and the — rapes: 
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Expoſition of the Fathers. Now if any ſhall 


require a Reaſon, why the Pope and Cardi- 
nals of former Ages diflent from others of | 


theſe later Times, in Expounding of the 
Scriptures ; Friar Stella, who does not con- 
demn the Expoſition giv'n þy the ancient 


Doctors, proteſteth, He knows very well, that 
Pygmies being put upon Giants Shoulders, do ſee 
Further than the Giants themſelves. But Biſhop 
Fiſher does more warily excuſe it, and with 


plauſible Reaſons aſſures us, that Many things, 


4s well before the Goſpel, as in the reſt of the Serip- 
tures, are now more exquiſitely diſcuſs'd by modern 
Wits, ana more clearly underſtood than they have 
been formerly; either by reaſon the Ice was not 
then broken unto the Ancients, neither did their 


Age ſuffice to weigh exaitly that whole Sea of 


Scriptures, or becauſe in this moſt large Field of 
Scriptures, even after the mot diligent Reapers, 
fome Fars will remain to be gather'd, as yet un- 


touch'd. 55 Vʒ F 
How forcible Motives theſe Reaſons may 


ſeem to other Men, I will not here diſpute ; 
ſure I am, they are vain Excuſes for Roman || 
Biſhops and Cardinals, who are bound by | 


their General Council and the Pope's Bull, to 


obey the Expoſition of Fathers as an Article 


— 


"GB | Gp Lo 
But admit theſe Opinions ſhou'd be excus'd 


for the particular Tenets of ſome private 


Men, let us fee how faithfully others, Popes 


and Paſtors, of theſe later Times, have in- 
terpreted the Scriptures, with the uniform | 


Conſent of Fathers, 


+4 


. Moſes | ! 


UW (0D ww 
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"Maſe ſaith, God made Man aſter by Tmage. 
Pope Adrian interpreteth, there- 
fore, Images muſt be ſet up in by 7 50 
Churches. 8 e 

St. Peter faith, Behold here are two Swords : ; 
Pope Boniface concludes, „ 
fore the Pope has Power over the jor. G the ma: 
Spiritual, and the Temporal. 

St. Mathew ſaith, Give not that wi ch is holy 
unto. Dogs. But Harding, ex- 
pounding this Place, ſaith, There- Fewer sDeſen. 
fore it is not lawful for the vul- . 52. 
gar People to read the Scriptures 

St. John ſaith, There ſhall be one Fold, and 
one Shepherd. Johannes de Pari- 
fiis tells us, This Place cannot be Fob. de Par, 
expounded of Chriſt; but muſt 4 ” & ra aa. 
be taken for ſome Minifter rule- — 0. . 
ing in his Stead, 

The Prophet David ſaith, Thou baſt put al. 
things under his Feet. Antoninus expounds it, 


| Thon haſt made all Things ſubject to the 
Pope; the Cattle of the Field, that is to ſay, 


Men living in the Earth; The Fiſhes of the 
Sea, i. e. the Souls in Purgatory ; > The Fowls 
of the Air, i. e. the Souls of the Blefled in”) 
Heaven. And laſtly, whereas our Saviour wit- 
nefleth of himſelf, All Power is giv/n to me 
both in Heaven and Earth. Stephen, Archbiſhop 
of Patraca, apply d thoſe very Words to Pope 


Leo, the Tenth, in the Council of Lateran, 


in the Audience of the Pope himſelf, who 

{ thankfully accepted it, and ſuffer'd it to be 

1 and printed. And (as it is rightly 
obe 


[ 16 'Þ. 

obſerv'd by Learned Du Moulin) Pope Inno- 
cent the Third, in his Book of the Myſteries 1 
of the Maſs, the Book of Sacred Ceremonies, 
Dur ant's Rationale: Tole et, and Titleman, with a 
many others, do moſt ridiculouſly wreſt the 
Scriptures, altogether different from their 
right Meaning, and the Expoſitions of the 
Fathers: As for Inſtance, the Scripture faith, * 
The Rock was Chriſt : Therefore, ſay they, the 
Altar muſt be of Stone. It is written, I am ® 
the Light of the World : Therefore, Tapers ö 
muſt be ſet upon the Altar. It is written, 
Let him kiſs me with the Kiſſes of his Mouth : | 
Therefore the Prieſt muſt kiſs the Altar. It 
is written, Thou ſhalt ſee my Back-parts: There- 
fore the prieſt muſt turn his Back to the 
People. It is written, Waſh me again: There- 
fore the Prieſt muſt waſh his Hands twice. 
It is written, Put off thy Shoes, for this Place 
# holy: Therefore the Biſhop at Maſs changes 

is Hoſe and Shoes. And Iaſtly, The Pope 
himſelf at his Coronation, caſteth certain | 
Copper or Braſs Money amongſt the People, 
uſing the Words of Peter, Silver and Gold 
have I none, but that which I have, I give thee. 
| Theſe, and the like Expoſitions do much 
reſemble the ſtria Order of Monks, who'read- | 
ing the Words in Mathew, (He that taketh not 
up his Croſs, and followeth me, is not worthy of 
me; ) made themſelves Wooden 


Job. de I wen-. Crofles, and fo carry'd them at 
Ar, rat. 711 


 Concit. Baſil. their Backs Want "ag cauſing, | 
all the World to laugh at them: 
For, however they may ſeem to be the Ex- | 
poſitions ; 
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poſitions of ſome private Spirits, yet he who 
o= makes Oath in verbo Sacerdotis, to receive, and 


es fexpound the Scriptures, with the uniform 
.s, Conſent of Fathers, and ſhall render ſuch Ex- 


:h K poſitions of the Text, can be no true Catho- 


lick. © For whoſoever does o- 

sture ( ſays Hierom ) than the 4 1 
Senſe of the Holy Ghoſt, Wh 
js the Penman of the Scripture, requires, 


Church, yet he may be termed an Here- 


his Sermon) the Truth which he preach'd 
© was like Holy Water, which every One 


7 them, they let it fall on their Backs. In 
like manner the Romaniſts ſeemingly call for 
e. the Scriptures, they commonly vaunt, that 


ce they expound, and receive them according 
esto the uniform Conſent of Fathers; but (as 
ze Vincentius Lyrinenſis ſaid of the Hereticks of 
in his Time) When they ſhall begin not on- 
e, ly to utter thoſe Say ings, but alſo to ex- 
Id pound them, then the Bitterneſs, then the 
Souerneſs and Madneſs is perceiv'd; then 
cha a new deviſed Poyſon will be breathed out, 
d- then are profane Novelties diſclos'd, then 
ot may you ſee the Bounds of the ancient Fa- 
of | © thers to be remov'd, the Catholick Faith 
n © to be then butcher'd, and the Doctrine of 


at the (Primitive) Church torn in pieces. 


1g | Pope Pius the Fourth, who firſt publiſh'd 
n: the Articles of the * was not ignorant, 


r 


— » b - 2 
2 24. „ ee 


ther wiſe underſtand the Scrip- en. . 


b altho' he hath not departed from the 


tick.“ But (as the Friar ſaid wittily in 


call'd for apace, yet when it was caſt on 


[15] 


that the Scriptures muſt be far fetch'd, and N 


hardly ſtrain d, to make them ſpeak for the 


Trent Doctrine; he well underſtood, that it . 
was too general, and ſtrict a Tye upon every 


Adaſs Prieſt, to receive, and interpret the 
Scriptures with the uniform Conſent of Fa- 


tbers, (knowing well, that many Maſs Prieſts 
were utterly ignorant of the Fathers;) and, 
therefore, to qualify the Rigour of that Oath, 4 

adjoined theſe Words to the aforeſaid Arti- ; 


cle, Alſo that ſacred Scripture, ac- ; 
Artic. 2. cording to that Senſe which the Me- || 
; ther Church, hath holden, ( whoſe | 


but with the uniform Conſent of Fathers; 
that is, according to the Senſe and Judgment 


of the Roman Church : For *tis not to be 
doubted, but the Church will allow of that 
_ Senſe, which is moſt agreeable to that Doc- 
trine, and of that Interpretation, ( altho' it 
be far different from the Ancients,) which 
is moſt conſonant to their Religion; ; and the 


rather I incline to this Opinion, 


| 2 le expreſſ for that Cardinal Haſius does pro- 


verb, Peil. teſt it for an Univerſal, and Ca- 
e tholick Dogrine of his Church ; 


vir. 


Right is to judge of the true Senſe and Interpre- 
tation of holy Scripture, ) I do admit: So that 
by the latter Part of the Article, they allow 9 
the Fathers to be Interpreters of the Scrip- 
tures; end by the firſt Part, they make then 
ſel ves ſole Interpreters of the Fathers; to 
which Addition, an ignorant Prieſt will 
wear, with a mental Reſervation, that he 
doth not receive, nor expound the Scripture, 


a = a © Rx © 


I 
5 


1 

viz. © If a Man have the Interpretation of the 
Church of Rome of any Place of Scripture, 
„be hath the very Words of God, tho' he 
neither know, nor underſtand, whether, 
and how, it agreeth with the Words ot 
* Scripture. ” Now if it happen, that thoſe 


ho are better inſtructed, by comparing 
Jof Scriptures and Fathers, do make a Dbubt 
of ſome Place of Scripture, which the Church 
2 teacheth different from the Fathers, Card:- 


nal Cuſanus, by way of Prevention, gives him 
tO underſtand, that there is Fit: oF 7 empor: 72, 


4 Faith that follows the Times : © Nither is it 5 
any Wonder | ſaith be) the? the Practice 
of the Church expound the Scripture at one 


Time one Way, at another Time another 


c 
Way; for the Underſtanding Cor Senſe ) 
= © of the Scripture runneth with the Practice, 
= C 


and that Senſe fo agreeing with the Prac- 


* tice, is the quickning Spirit; and, there- 
fore, the Scriptures follow the Church, bu bY 
7 © contrarywiſe the Church followeth not the 
7 © Scriptures. ” This Remaniſt tells us, *tis no 
wonder, the Scripture is at divers Times di- 
2 verſly expounded he tells us, the Scripture 
7 attends the Church's Pleaſure; and Tah, 
and which is moſt true, he profefleth the N- 
man Church followeth not the Scripture; but 


the Times. 
That this Cardinal ſpeaks Truth, l thiak 


no Proteſtant will deny; but that you may 


be Witneſs alſo of the Practice of theſe Times, 


you ſhall obſerve how fitly theſe Men have 


1 0 the Scripture to their Church *: 
„ Wheras 
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tures, they account them es, 
without the Expoſition of their Church; if 
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Whereas *'tis ſaid to Peter in 


In voto Baro- Viſion, Ariſe, Kill, and eat; Car- 


nii contra Ve- 


neon. dinal Bæoniu being Iaterpreter, 


will tell you, The Pope is Peter, 


and the Venetians the Meat, which muſt be 


kild, and devour'd. In like manner, where- 
as St. Paul ſa ith, Hereticum devita, Avoid an 
Heretick; the filly Fryar applies it to Times 


and Perſons, with this Expoſfition; Hereticum 
de vita tolle, Kill the Heretick, meaning the 


P, oteſtant. And in this manner according to 


_ the Times, the Senſe runneth with the Prac- 
tice; or at leaſt, Iam ſure, this Practice runs 
with theſe Times. „ 
Thus then you have Fides Eccleſie, an Ex- 
poſition of Scriptures according to the Arti- 


cle of the Romiſh Creed, and Fides Temporum, 


an Expoſition ſuitable to the Times, and 


their own Doctrines. If we F ” ©" 4 
dumb Juages, 


we require an Expoſition with the Conſent 


of Fathers, they tell us, we muſt admit that 


Senſe, which the. Thurch holdeth, whoſe 


Right is to judge of the true Senſe of Scrip- 
tures : If we ſhew them their Expoſitions 


are ſenſleſs, or greatly diſagreeing from the 
Ancients ; they tell us, the Scriptures may 
receive different Expoſitions according to 
the Times. And thus they make the holy 


Scriptures ſound like Bells to their knaviſh, 
and fooliſh Fancies, and violate their Oath 


with-a ſalvo Jure, ſaving a Right to the 


Senſe, and Meaning of their own Church. 
B 2 


L 21 J 


This Way, therefore, is Via devia, a Wan- 


dring, and a By-way. 


In the laſt, and chiefeſt Place, *tis neceffary 


to obſerve the Difference betwixt the Church 


of Rome, and us moderate Preteſt ants, touch- 
ing the entire Canon of Seriptures. (for with- 
out Doubt this is the Onzy, and Infallible 
NZ Rule of Faith; ) and there is a Curſe de- 


nounced by God himſelf, againſt all thoſe, 


; who. Aad to bis word, or diminiſh ought from 


It ſnall appear, therefore, by many preg- 


bp ant and infallible Teſtimonies of our Ad- 


verſaries themſelves, that the Canon ot Scrip- 


ture, which we profeſs and believe, was the 
ſame which was taught, and declar'd by the 


molt holy, and immaculate Jeſus, and his 


Apoftles, i in the firſt Age; the ſame, which 


was publiſh'd, and generally receiv'd by the 


Ancient Fathers in ſucceeding Ages; the 


ſame, which continu'd in the Boſom of the 


= 55 wad Church i in all | AG, We the e Days of 
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CH AF. III. 


S criptures. 


W HEN the Donatiſts, in the moſt flou- 


riſning Times of Chriſtian Religion, 
arrogantly, and preſumptuouſly appropriated 
the. Catholick, and Univerſal Church, to 


their Heretical, and particular 
A de unit. Faction: St. Auftin encountring 


. cap. 2. them; ſtates the Point of Con- 


troverſy in this manner. The 
Oneſtion 1 is, Where the Church ſhould be: 
What then ſhall we do? Shall we ſeek 


our Lord Jeſus? In my Judgment, we 
ought rather to ſeek the Church in his 
own Words; for that he is the Truth, and 
knoweth his own Body. 


You have heard the Queſtion 3 


and anſwer' d by the Oracle of that Age. Such 
is the Difference at this Day, betwixt the 
Church of Rome and us; and I heartily wiſh, 
we might join Iflue with them upon the like 
Terms, and both agree with one Conſent to 
ſieek the Church of God in his Word; then 


ſhould 


The Safett, and only Infallible Way to find 3 
out the TRUE CHURCH, 15 90 e 


it in our own Words, or in the Words of 


3 
i 
ö 


FFC 
| ſhould we be gather'd as Sheep to one Fold, 
and the weak in Faith ſhou'd be receiv'd, not 


to doubtful Diſputations, but the Reading of the | 
holy Scriptures ;, and they, who now queſtion 


the Viſibility of our Church before Luther, 


: wou'd firſt examine their own Doctrine by 
the Touch-ſtone of the Goſpel ; and the ra- 


2 ther, becauſe it is agreed on both Sides, that 


Faith and Doctrine hath continu'd more, or 
leſs viſible in all Ages. But to return to 
the Donatiſts, when Chriſt in 
the Canticles, demanded of his Cant. 1. 7. 
= Spouſe, Where ſhe reſted Meredie, 
4 Noon-day ; the Donatiſts concluded Chriſt's 


2 Donati claim'd their Doctrine by the Pub- 
lick Voices of the Aſricans, they aſſum'd to 


d, themſelves the Title of the Catholic ł Church; 
h they magnfy d the Councils of their Biſhops; 
1e they glory'd in their frequent, tho? feigned 


n, Miracles; theſe were the principal Grounds 


xe. of their Faith, and upon theſe they chal- 
to | leng'd that great Champion of the Weſtern 


Church; 
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4 whatſoever Faith and Doctrine, Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles taught in the firſt Age, the ſame 


Queſtion with their own Anſwer, That the 
Church did reſt Meredie, and that was in the 
South; and from this Ground, excluded all 
other Churches, but their own in Aſrick. 
The Donatiſts Claim was ſeemingly deriv'd 
from the Authority of the Scriptures (for 
Donatus and Auſtin, Heretick and Catholick, 
both urge the Scriptures; ) but obſerve the 

Difference: Auſtin puts the whole Iſſue of 
his Cauſe upon the holy Scriptures ; the 
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Church; but obſerve what Anſwer he makes 
N them. wiz. * Let the Donatiſts, 


 Fedleſ. cap. 16, © not in Rumours, and Speeches 


A Aa 


either he muſt have retracted this Proteſtant 
Doctrine, or been reputed an Heretick ; for 
all theſe Marks, which were anciently main- 


our Adverſaries, to be viſible Characters of | 3 
the True Church: Neither did this Learned | 1 
Father require more of the Donatiſts, than 


to perform on their Parts; and, therefore, 
be binds himſelf to the ſame Conditions; 
which he requir'd of bis Adverſaries, and 


| Aug. 4: unit. his Demand, Quia nec nos prop- 1 
e e ee dicimus, &. Becauſe we 


FE 22-7 


Aup. de unit. if they can, ſhew their Church, 


© of the Men of Affica ; not in 

the Councils of their Biſhops, not in Diſ- 
courſes of any Writers wharſoever ; not in 
Signs and Miracles that may be forged : 
for we are fore-warn'd by God's Word, 
and, therefore, fore-arm'd againſt theſe 'F 
Things; but in the Preſcript of the Law, 
in the Predictions of the Prophets, in the . 
Verſes of the Pſalms, in the Voice of the 
Snepherd himſelf, in the Preaching, and 
and Works of the Evangeliſts that is, in 
all the Canonical Authorities of the ſacred | 
Scriptures. N 
If St. Auſtin had been living in theſe Days * 


A 


A © 


tain'd by the Donati ils, are proclaim'd by 
the Catholicks of thoſe Times were willing 
withal, renders the Reaſon of 

© ourſelves do not ſay, we muſt, 


1 + therefore, be beliey'd, for that we are in 


9 - * 


C251]. 


the Church of Chriſt ; or elſe for that Opt 45 
tus and Ambroſe, and infinite other Biſhops 


of our Communion, have commended the 


Church which we hold; or becauſe our 
Church hath been publiſh'd i in the Councils 
Hof our Colleagues ; or becauſe in all Places 


© of the World, "where our Communion 1s 


7 * frequented, there are ſo many Miracles 
2 © wrought. ” This was the Doctrine of St. 


2? Auſtin, and the Antient Fathers, and this is 
ours of the moderate Church of England; 
they requir'd no more of the Donatiſts, but 
to lay aſide all Pretended Titles, and rely 
only on the Word of God ; we offer to the 
& Komaniſts, and their reſtleſs and bigotted Par- 
" WW tizans, no leſs than to accept the ſame Con- 
 M ditions upon Trial of that 1 and rely 

only upon that Word. 
I muſt confels, I think a more ſpeedy Way 

might have been found, to have given an 


' 7 Anſyer to the Controverſies of that Age: 


For St. Auſtin might have pointed at the 
Church in the Weft, which was then as con- 
ſpicuous as the Sun at Noon-day ; he might 
7 have anſwer'd them, it was A City upon a 


Hill, which was viſible to all. He might 


© have produc'd the Apoſtle for a Witneſs, 
that her Faith was publiſhd throughout the World : 
He might have confuted them with Sacred 
Councils, and Doctrine of the Ancient Fa- 


4 thers, and confirm'd his Truth with the 


1 Death of conſtant Martyrs, who ſeal'd their 
- 2 Doctrine with their Blood, as Witnefles ot 
© the Tr ue * Certainly, all theſe Proofs 


Were 
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were pregnant in his Time, and he might 


eaſily have produc'd them in Behalf of his 3 


Church, Cas our Adverfaries do for theirs; } a 


but he left theſ. Brags to theſe latter Times, * 
and {ands them to the Law, and to the Teſtimo- bk 


nies, to the Word of the immaculate Jeſus, 
that {peaketh borcer Things than was poſſible _ 


mY FJ. 69. End ( ſait - bs) thou mighteſt 3 
dot err in the Church, and leſt 7 

; any Man ſhou'd ſay This is Chriſt, who is 

t not Chriſt : or This is the Church, which is 

© not the Church : „ hear the Voice of the Shep- 2 

© herd, he hath ſhew'd thee the Church, that 

the Name of the Chureh may not deceive Þ 

 *::thee. ” The sum and Subſtance of this 
Doctrine of st. Auſtin's is this, That neither 


for Man to utter; and © To that 


* 7 


Biſhops, nor 3 nor Miracles, nor Rumours I 


Church 1 God to be Patholick ( for all theſe F 


are common to Hereticts as well as Catho- 


licks ;, ) but the holy Scriptures, which bear 
the Teſtimony of the holy Jeſus, they only 
35 carry the infallible Marks of his 
ang Ep. 166. Truth; and © In them ( faith 


* be) we have known Chriſt ; 


in them we have known the Church. 


Neither was this the Opinion of St. Ai | 


only, for St. Chryſoftom, as a wiſe Maſter- 


Builder 1 in chis Houſe, - gave this Caveat to the 
ch, 


2 u be rf, | 


in opere 


Workmen in After-Ages; viz. 


Ho Y t can no way be known which 
tis the True Church (iſt tantum 
*uianheld per Scripruras } but only by 

-; +408 


3 L 27 1 
t 4 the Scriptures ; otherwiſe if they had Re- 


is * gard to other Things, they ſhou'd be of- 
} L © fended, and periſh, and not underſtand 
„ bs * which is the True Church.” And nx, = 


the Learned Father Irenæus aſſures 
8, if us, Non per alios, &c. By no then, dverſ. 


le other have we known the Way Hereſ. 1.3.6. 1. 


t 4 of our Salvation, but ay them, 


& 3 by whom the Goſpel came to us, wha. 5 


ſt verily, they then preach'd, and afterwards, 
is q: C by the Will of God, deliver'd the ſame to 


is (nus in the 5criptures, to be the FOUNDA- 
P- | L © TION, and PILLAR of our FAITH. _ 
at | Tell me, then, in this latter Age, and Time 
ve | or Controverſy, bow ſhall the Religious Man, 
is | who loves Truth, and ſeeks Comfort, reſolve 
er himſelf? To which CHURCH ſhall he ſafe- 


rs i iy join himſelf, when, perhaps, he wants the 
ber aims or the Leiſure, to look backward 
for almoſt 1700 Years, and rightly examine 
the Doctrine of both Churches ? Tf he ſeek 
7 the moderate Proteſtant Church, behold She be- 


| ing poor comparatively, and deſpiſed for want 


{ funding Block to the Ignorant, the Proud, and 


{ behold, She is arrayd in Purple, 
7 and Seanlit Colour, and decked with Rev. 17. 2 0. 
Gold, and precious Stones, and the 


ee her, wonder with great Admiration. And 
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of continu'd outward Eminency, is become a 


the Covetous. If we view the Roman Church, 


aa ant 'of the Earth have been made „ 
with the Vine of her Fornications, and they that 


without doubt, the Pope's Triple Crowns, 
the e Wellen Crofles, the Logros of Saints, : 


— 


— 
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the Multitude of Ss Orders, their romp 
in Proceſſions, their rich Cloathing of Images, I 
their Pretended POW ER of their modeſt, ho- 4 
neſt, and pious. Prieſthood, the great Rumour 9 
; of their Catholick Cauſe, their Jubilees and Par- 
dons, their Merits and Miracles, do ſo dazle * 
the Eyes of the ignorant, and common People, 
that they think there is no Church True and 4 
Viſible, but the Roman Church + And certain- 
ly, the Caſe thus ſtanding, we have no bet- N 
ter Plea for our Church, than the great Fa- 
1 ber Sr. Auſtin made to Petilian, 
Aug. cont, lit. the Donatiſt, Whether of us be 
Per lib. TON. * Schiſmaticks, we, or you; ask 
you not me, 1 will not ask * 

* you; let Chriſt be asked, that he may ſhew | 

us bis own Church. * 
Campi an, the Jeſuit, who nder made his # 

5 Claim to all Fathers and Councils, now in 
the Name of the Church inſults the Proteſ- 
. tante: viz. © So ſoon as the Ad- 
Comp. LE 3. ws, © verſary heard the Church na- 
| _  * med, he waxed wan, and pale“ 
0 confeſs, ey it wou'd terrify a religious 
and ſober Man, to hear ſuch frequent Blaſ- 
phemies utter'd againſt the Majeſty of God's 
Word, and to ſound out nothing but the 
Honour and Authority of the Church; who 
can but wax wan and pale out of pity and 
Charity, to hear the Church nam'd, and yet 
ſee that ſhe has kept the Name only, and 
loſt her wonted Nature? Who can but be- 
come wan and pale, even as Death, to ſee her 
1] pooled o her Jewels and Treaſury of the re I 
cred F 
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p © cred Scriptures, and retain only the Casket 

, and Boxes; (the bare Name of a Church, ) 

o- If where thoſe Jewels lay? Look upon the beſt 

ar learned of the Romany Church, and tell me, if 

r- 7 they will not aſtoniſh a true believing Chri- 

le ſtian, and make him change his Counte- 

e, nance, to hear ſuch odidus ae ee be- 

2 twixt the Scripture, and the 

Church: © The Church ( ſaith Stapl. Need. 

 & Stapleton ) i is an infallible Foun- 27 3-9. if 

dation of Faith in a higher 7 123 * 

kind than the Scripture; for 

the Scripture is but a Foundation in | Tefti- 

Z © mony and Matter to be beliey'd ; but the 

Church is the efficient Cauſe of Faith, and 

nin ſome ſort the very formal: 

Nay more, © If both of them be 7745 phat | 
properly conſider'd, and com- 4.4.5 
2 together, the Church is - 
'a more noble Subject than the Se 3 

4 © yea, the Church bath ſuch Authority, that 

27 © ſhe may ſet at Liberty, or ſeal up the. — 

2 © tures themſelves : Yes, (lays. 


6 „ Heſs) a Man may ſpeak it in an, 1. 3. de 
2 good and godly Senſe, the a 


©-Scriptures are of no more Ac- 
© count, without the Authority of theChurch, 
© than Eſop's Fables. 5 
Neither let this ſeem ſtrange, that the Ro- 
maniſts, and their Partizans, in ſiſt principally ” 
upon the Authority of the Church; for he, 
who ſhall look back, and obſerve how the 
7 facred Scriptures are condemn'd for Obſcu- 
rity and Infuſficiency , ; he who will conſider 
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how the holy Fathers are cenſur'd, and re- 


He who ſhall note the Decrees, and Canon of 
Councils condemn'd as ſpurious, or ſuperfluous; 7 


| Church; and for this ſpecial Cauſe advance ; 
the Name of the Church above all. Cardinal 


Nich. Cuſa, ad Church; © You ſay, we mult firſt 


_ © Chriſt, and not the Church.” ?Tis true, 
the Provtejtants rightiy propoſe that Queſtion, 
which (without all doubt) can't otherwiſe be 
_ zeloly'd; but pray obſerve what Anſwer he 


Hem Epiſt. 3. © in ſtandeth the Beginning of all 


Men think their own Judgments to be more 
* agreeable to God's Commandments, than 


Nay, he puts the Queſtion further, viz. * Per- 


1 


i tbe Church, that they ſhall bind us when the 
Church ſhall ſee it good ? I tell thee ( ſairh ? 
.* he there is nothing to be taken for Chriſt's 2 


the Church; When the Church hath once 
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je&ed by them as counterfeit, or erronious ; | 


he, I ſay, who conſiders theſe Things, will not 3 
wonder, that our Adverſaries fly to the Roman 


Cuſaiu;, by way of Obje&ion, puts the Queſtion 
to the Bohemians, whether they were better to 
obey the Word of God, or the 


og he © and afterwads the Church; 
© and if the Church commands us to do other= i 
* wile than Chrift commands, we muſt obey i 


makes them: viz. © Verily, here- 


pPreſumption, when particular 


the judgment of the Univerſal Church: 


haps, you will ſay, How ſhall Chriſt's Com- 1 
.* mandments be changed by the Authority of 


* Commandments, unleſs it be to allow'd. of | 


changed 
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—-— . changed her judg ment, God's Tudgment d is 
"i © likewiſe changed.” © Cardinal Hoſius gives his 
or Conſent with Cardinal Cuſanus, and mare 
3 I reſolves the Queſtion in few Words 
* * viz. © What ſoever the Church 5 
„ teacheth, is the expreſs Word rf. de expreſ- 
de of God, and whatſoever is /0 verbo Dei. 
Il taught againſt the Senſe and _ 
n 1 Meaning of the Church, is the expreſs Word 
to I © of the Devil. 
e I confels, the Name of the Church is ho- 
& | er e ond her Credit ſingular; but that 
1 which fticks with me, and, as I conceive, is 
4 vorthz of all Mens Obſervation and Conſide- 
ration; the Name of the Church, which is ſo 
much ador'd and magnify'd of all Romaniſts, 
and their Proſelites, and Partizans, I lay, that 
Roman Church is neither underſtood by the 
unlearned what it is, neither is it reſolv'd by 
| x the learned amongſt them, * 18 properly e 
meant and underſtood by it. 5 
Firſt then, we know, bs the Church has 
per parts to act; ſo the Romaniſts make her 
of four ſeveral Sorts: The Eſſeutial Church, 
and This (ſays Bellarmine) is a Company | 
of Men profeſſing the ſame Chriſtian Faith | 
and Sacraments, and acknowledging the Bi- 
' © ſhop of Rome to be the Chief Paſtor, and 
1 © Vicar of Chriſt upon the Earth- The 'Repre- 
* * ſentative Church, and this is an Afﬀembly 
ot Biſhops in a Gezeral Council, repreſenting 
's © the whole Body of the Church. The Vertual 
of © 1 Church; and his is the Biſhop of Rome, who 
ce is ſaid ro be the Chief Paſtor of the whole 
ed 285 „ Church, 
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Church, and bath in himſelf eminently; © * 
and virtually, both Truth and Infallibi- 
lity of Judgment, and upon whom depend- 
eth all that Certainty of Truth; which. i is 
found in the whole Church. T he Conſiſto- 
rial Church; and this conſiſts of the Fope I 
ge, and Cardinals, and is termed 
| curia Romana, © by the Sorboaiſts, The Court f 
Name. As to theſe ſeveral 
Acceptations of the Church, there are ſeve- 4 
ral, and very different Opinions. The Gloſs 

= upon Grat:az puts the firſt Queſtion, and thus 
reſolves it: © I wou'd know what Church 4 
© you underſtand, when you ſay, It cannot 
err. I anſwer, It is the Congregation of 3 
© the Faithful, which is here meant by the 
© Church. To the ſecond Bellarmine replies, ö 
© Alawfvl Council, by the moſt general Con- 2 
© ſent, may be moſt properly termed: the 
=, Church. To the third, Gretzerus, the he. 3 
ſuit, makes this Confeſſion 13 1 deny not, 
but by the Church we underſtand the Bi- 
bo ſhop of Rome for the Time being, who 
© guides the Ship of the Militant Church: 3 
And Gregory de Valentia, By the Church we 
© mean her Head; that is to lay, the Roman 4 
6 Biſhop, in whos. reſides the full Autho- 7 
< rity of the Church.” To the fourth, Mar- 
f ins Patavinus gives his free Aflent 2 © That 
* the Name of the Church is of great Con- 
© ſequence amongſt the modern Writers, 
© whoſe Miniſters and Preſidents are the 
Pope and Cardinals, which by Uſe and Cuſ- 3 
© tom, have, at laſt, obtain'd to be calld N 
%% 1 Tel a 


5 e „ 


= 


2 © The Church. And'of this Church the Pope 
Z himſelf has made this Declaration, viz. © Ye 


_ unto Kings; the very Hooks and Stays of 
the World, upon whom the very Door of 
the Church Militant muſt be turned, and 


R „ A 


ſelf: It he require judgment of the Eſenrial 


Church, there is little Comfort, and leſs Aſ- 
ſurance to be had from them; for they con- 
fiſt moſt of the ignorant and common People, 
and have the greateſt Need of Inſtruction 
themſelves: Belides, *tis impoſſible to know 
the Judgment of all Chriſtians, (who com- 


poſe the Univerſal Church) in all, or in any 


Points of Religion. If he appeal to Councils, 
their being duly call'd 1s often uncertain, 
their Decrees and Canons are doubtful, for ma- 
ny of them are adjudg'd by themſelves Erro- 


nious, many ſpurious and counterfeit: If he 


. would conſult with the Pope and Cardinals in 
their Conſiſtory, it is a Journey too coſtly and 
tedious; and let me add, it will appear they 


Y are ſubject to Error. 


In the next Place (God permitting) ſhall be 
„ examin'd the Infallibility of particular Churches ; 
and in particular, that we enquire, whether 
the Roman Church be that Church, which we 
are commanded to hear and obey, by the Di- 


region and Authority of the Holy Scriptures. 


ſhall be the Senators of my City, and like 


f 7 © ruled.” Now amidft thoſe different Opi- 

nions, it muſt needs ſeem queſtionable, to 
2} which of theſe Churches a poor, honeſt, and 
ignorant Soul (who deſires Satisfaction in 
Matters of Religion) ſhould addreſs him- 
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Io give the Church of Rome her Due, let 


9 So — y 


3 n 


us take a ſhort Survey of her firſt Foundation, 


and we ſhall ſee what Priviledge did anciently 
belong to her, and what Authority ſhe claims 


at this Day. 


Firſt, the Apoſtle Paul in his Epiſtle to the 


Romans, congratulates with them, and ſends 
them this Greeting : To all that be in Rome, 
beloved of God, called to be Saints: He teſtifies 


further, with Prayer and Thankſgiving, that 
their Faith was ſpoken of throughout the whole 
World: Nay, more, he makes an Earneſt Re- 


queſt to God, that he might ſee the Members 
of that Church, and impart ſpiritual Gifts to 


them, to the End they might be eſlabliſh'd; Theſe 


Teſtimonies of the Apoſtle were ſpecial Cha- 


racters of an Eminent and Glorious Church, 
(altho' in Truth there is not ſo much as this 
Name of a Church giv'n to the Romans in all 
the Scriptures, unleſs they will allow the 
Church at Babylon to be the Church of Rome; 


and here was a probable Aſſurance of continu'd 


Stability and Perſeverance of her Faith in all i 
Ages; but behold, the ſame Apoſtle, who did 


ſo much glory in Behalf of their Catholick Faith, I 


who gave God Thanks for them; who pray d 


for the Continuance of that Faith: For God is 


my witneſs, (ſays he) without ceaſing I make men- 


ion of you always in my Prayers. As if he had 
foreſeen by the Spirit of Propheſy, they wou'd 
Zlorv in their Worth and Merits, ſoon after in 


his Eleveath Chapter of the ſame Epiſtle gires 
them this ſpecial Caveat ; Be not bigh-minaed, * 
tut fear; and withal gives a ſpecial Reaſon of 


that 
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that Caveat : viz. For if God ſpared not the natu- 

ral Branches, take heed alſo leſt he ſpare not thee; 
behold, therefore, the Bountiſulneſs and Severity of 
God; towards them that have falln Severity; but 


towards thee Goodneſs, if thou continue in his Good- 


neſs ; otherwiſe alſo thou ſhalt be cut off. This Doc- 
trine does trench ſo far on the preſent State of 


the Church of Rome, that the Rhemiſts forbear 
their Annotation on this Place; for the Truth 


is, theſe laſt Words, viz. Thou ſhalt be cut off, 


plainly intimate, that the Church of Rome from 
the Time of the Apoſtles, had a Poſſibility of 
falling; and conſequently, was but a particular 
Church; for ſo it befel the Church of Jeruſalem, 


and much more ( ſays the Apoſtte ) may it befal 


%% ne 
Let us compare the Teſtimonies, and Promi- 


ſes, in Behalf of the Roman Church, with other 
particular, and famous Churches in the Time of 
the Apoſtles, and ſee whether theſe Promiſes 
did more largely extend to the Faith of the Ro- 
man Church, than to other Churches. St. Paul, 
= (writing to the Theſſalonians, terming them by 

the Name of the Church) gives this large Teſti- 


mony in their Behalf; viz. From 


2 you ſounded out the Word of the Lord, 1 The. 1. 8. 
not only in Macedonia and Achia, 
but your Faith, which is toward God, is gone forth 
into all Places, that we have no need to ſpeak any 
thing: Yea more, he gives them a kind of Aſſu- 
rance for the Perpetuity of their Faith; viz. 


be Lords faithful, and will eftabliſh 
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you, and keep you from all Evil: Yet 2 The. 3. 3 _ 


this Church is fallen P has 
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loft her firſt Faith. The Epheſians are expreſly ſaid by 
the Apoſtle, to be The Church of ibe Living God, the: 
Pillar and Ground of Truth. .. And for this Church the 
Apoſtle makes this Confeſſion, 7 bow my Knees unto the. 
Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that he would grant you 
| according to the Riches of his Glory, to be ſtrengthend with 
Might by bis Spirit in the inner Man: Yet we know, this _ 
Church, which was the Ground, and Pillar of Truth, and 
| for which the Apoſtle caraeftly pray'd, is ras'd to the 
Ground, and utterly fallen fiom the Truth, The C- 
rinibians are termed by St. Paul. The Church of Cod, called 
10 be Saints. And this Church is further witneſſed by 
the ſame Apoſtle, that She was rich in all Tbings thro! 
Cbriſt, in all kinds of Speech and Knowledge, and that »fhe- 
was not deſtitute of any Gift: Nay more, he delivers 
coafidently in ebalf of that Church, that God would 
eſtabliſo them unto the End, even the Day of the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt . Yet ſoon after, ſome of them deny'd the Re- 
ſurrection; they fen from the Truth, and are now ſub- 
ject to the Twkz it chen the Church of the Tbeſſalo- 
nius, of the Epheſians, of the Corinthians, (touching 
the outward Face and Viſibility of Local, and Particu- 
lar Churches) if they are all fallen, notwithſtanding 
ſuch fair Teſtimonies and large Promiſes in their Be- 
half, { which alſo. were accompliſb'd in the Elect) what 
 Stahilicy could the Church of Rome ;premiſe to herſelf, 
Which had not ſv much as the Name of a Church, but 
was threaten'd upon the Breach of a Condition, that 
| She alſo ſhould be cit off? Whether the Condition be 
broken, or no-, | will another time diſpute, and prove 
effectually by God's Permiſſion; but this Iwill now aſ- 
ſert, If the ꝓews being the Lord's peculiar People, and 
be natural Branches, were broken of; how much more 
the Church of Rome, being but 4 wild Olive Branch, 
might be cut off from the Faith of Chriſt? No doubt 
the Spirit of God ſoreſaw, that the Nomaniſts wou'd glory 
in the Name of the Church, and advance that Name 
above his Word; and therefore, (as I humbly conceive} 
the Word of God gave not ſo much as a Name of a Church, 
nor Promiſe of Infallibility and Perſeverance unto it, but a 
ſpecial Caveat to put them in Mind nor 10 be big minded. 
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